


PRESIDENT’S LETTER
We have had a busy intro to our Alliance year! Your board has met several times already to orga-
nize our Activities for the year.  Our rst meeting, the Meet & Greet at Anna Hunt’s home was well 
attended. Many thanks to Anna for a successful evening.  
There were some new members, some Emeritus members 
and many of those who regularly attend our meetings. 
We collected checks for the Doctors /Dentists and Their 
Families Make a Difference Day. Scottie Purol Hershey 
and our treasurer Debbie Barkett will be shopping for the 
necessary items requested by the Rescue Mission. They 
will be delivered soon to assist those in need. Thanks to all 
who helped make this a successful endeavor.

There was a White Coat March at the capitol to pro-
test the proposed 4% tax on physicians. I was unable to 
attend but Cindy Ackerman and many others from Mus-
kegon were there to let the legislators know how unaccept-
able this is.

Plans for the Doctor’s Day Blood Drive are proceeding well. Anna Hunt will be spearheading this 
project. My thanks to her for taking on this effort. Sue Deitrick is planning the Winter Sports 
Center activity. More from her later.

To continue a little bit of our history lesson from last month ...
 In 1969, Ray Grennan, attendance ofcer, from the Muskegon Public Schools spoke to our 
members about the need for parents to have guidelines relative to sending their sick children to 
school. With the assistance of Mary Ellen Busard, Nanci Stone and I wrote the “Is He Sick?” pam-
phlet. Nanci did the drawings and initially MPS printed and distributed the brochures. We took 
them to a state meeting and the rest is history. It has been copied and printed throughout the US 
in various modes, “Is She Sick?” with ethnic illustrations, and in other languages, and we have just 
completed a Spanish version available to our schools. 
 We also developed a Nutrition pamphlet that is still printed and used in our Bodyworks 
exhibit at the Muskegon County Museum. Bodyworks, our most ambitious project, was opened to 
the public in 1985, after much research and fund raising. Our members are docents for this hands 
on exhibit and we have hundreds of children who visit each year with their classrooms and/or their 
families. The exhibit was recently updated with new and hopefully better materials for those who 
visit. 
 We have been drivers for the Meals on Wheels program for many years. Ours is the only 
organization that supports this project with volunteers. We currently drive several times a month 
and are always on the lookout for new recruits.
 In 1989 we began presenting a Nutrition Puppet Show to entertain and educated children 
about good eating habits. We visited many schoolrooms over the years, but sadly Madeline, Percival 
and their buddies retired in 2008 and moved on to other classrooms in the Traverse City to share 
their story.
 For many years we distributed prom cards through local orists to caution students about 
the dangers of drinking and driving. Due to legal concerns that project has been discontinued. 
At one time we also distributed information with lingerie purchases to advise women with abuse 
problems where they could seek help. 
 Most recently we have distributed the “Hands Are Not for Hitting” coloring books from the 
AMAA to area schools and physician ofces. Ours has been a progressive and proactive alliance 
seeking to assist where problems exist or are anticipated.

I am very proud of our Alliance and expect our good work to continue in years to come. Remember 
the Poinsettia Sale and Holiday Sharing card both upcoming with your generous support. 

Barb Grennan, President

The MCMSA Board hard at work planning the 
2009-10 year (from left, Priscilla Wilcox, 

Barb Stubbart, Debbie Barkett, Anna Hunt)










